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Thank You
Thank you for your generosity. We are blessed to  

have your continued support. Because of you,

Stonehill has been able to provide compassionate, 

quality care to thousands of individuals and families

and will continue to serve our community for many 

years to come.

Gretchen Brown

President/CEO

Stonehill Franciscan Services



My Mother’s Story
by Chip Murray, Honorary Chair

When I was asked to chair the Stonehill Capital Campaign it  

was an extremely easy decision. It wasn’t a question of “if” I  

would do it, rather it was knowing there was no way I could refuse.  

My mom, Doris Murray, passed away last year shortly after  

Thanksgiving. Fortunately, she had experienced firsthand the  

compassionate care offered by the wonderful people at  

Stonehill. There is no doubt the “Spirit of St. Francis”  is alive  

and well at Stonehill Franciscan Services.

The new expansion has a “bridge” between buildings as a  

component. I believe this is something we should reflect upon as 

we embark upon this important undertaking. These improvements 

also represent a “bridge” to the future. While my Mother was able 

to take advantage of the current services offered by Stonehill, the 

coming times will require additional and improved resources as 

our population continues to age. 

Many of us have had family members who were blessed to  

take advantage of what Stonehill has offered in the past. When 

these new projects are completed, people will be able to live 

independently longer and take advantage of advanced memory 

care facilities. Stonehill will be in a better position to provide these 

desirable services to people of all economic means.

The quality care provided by the staff at Stonehill is immeasurably 

important and something that will continue. The professionals at 

Stonehill do not just have a job. They display a deep passion and 

avocation for what they do. For my family, that passionate care was 

direly needed and will be forever appreciated.

I have many times reflected on the quote, “The only thing we take 

with us when we die is what we give away when we’re alive…” 

Through this campaign we are able to help “bridge” compassionate 

care and be better positioned to serve those who will follow. It’s a 

noble, worthwhile cause, one which I hope you will embrace!
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More Than a Century of Service
The history of Stonehill Franciscan Services can be traced back 

to 1878, when our founders, the Sisters of St. Francis, moved to 

Dubuque, Iowa. The Franciscan Sisters operated an orphanage as 

well as a home for the aging prior to founding Stonehill Franciscan 

Services nearly a century later.

In 1978, Stonehill Franciscan Services was established as a licensed 

skilled-nursing facility. Eleven years later, the Stonehill Benevolent 

Foundation was created to assist Stonehill with raising funds  

and advancing philanthropy. The primary focus of the Stonehill 

Benevolent Foundation was providing care for residents who had  

a financial need.

Building upon a strong foundation, in 1999, the Stonehill campus 

expanded to include an independent living apartment complex, 

the beautiful, Assisi Village. Assisi began as an independent 

living facility, but later apartments were converted to offer both 

independent and assisted living. There are 26 independent living 

apartments, 24 assisted living apartments, and 5 villas.

In 2013, thanks to the Community Caring for Community  

Campaign, Stonehill was able to add a four story building with 

households, a Memory Care Unit, and the Stonehill Wellness 

Center which is open to the public.

In 2016, Stonehill partnered with Crescent Community Health 

Center and received a first-of-its-kind federal grant which 

brought together a federally qualified health center, dental 

clinic, and long-term care facility. This satellite clinic serves both 

Stonehill residents and the uninsured and underinsured in our 

community. Stonehill will continue to provide a satellite dental 

clinic within the new Administrative/Outreach building.

Now, in 2019, we are looking forward to addressing the “next 

need.”  We have taken great care to anticipate and identify those 

services that will best serve residents and our community.  

We are excited to announce that “The Story Continues” with the 

addition of new services and facilities to better serve those in our 

care. This is in line with our mission to provide quality health and 

wellness services as we respond to the changing needs of our 

community.

Stonehill Franciscan Services 
Health Center Opens
 Thanks in large part to philanthropist 

George Banworth, Stonehill Franciscan 

Services Health Center opens a licensed 

skilled-nursing facility to serve the 

community.

1978
Benevolent Foundation 
Created
The Stonehill Benevolent Foundation is 

created to assist with raising funds and 

advancing philanthropy on behalf of 

Stonehill.

1989
Assisi Village Expansion
The Stonehill campus expands with  

the addition of its independent living 

apartment complex, Assisi Village.

1999
Skilled Nursing and Rehab
Stonehill adds skilled nursing &  

rehabilitation, therapy services, and  

assisted living apartments.

2009
Community Caring for  
Community
Thanks to the Community Caring for  

Community Capital Campaign, Stonehill  

is able to add a four story building,  

memory care unit, and wellness center.

2013
On-Site Dental Clinic
In partnership with Crescent Community 

Health Center, the Stonehill campus adds 

an on-site dental clinic.

2016
San Damiano Chapel
With tremendous donor support,  

Stonehill renovates and dedicates the 

new San Damiano Chapel.

2018
The Story Continues
Stonehill plans to expand services  

to include assisted living with  

memory care.

2019
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Non-Resident  
The Wellness Center includes cardio and strength equipment,  

a walking track, HydroWorx® pool, a sauna, and group fitness  

classes that cater to all abilities. While the facility is an amenity  

for residents, memberships are available to all Dubuque residents.  

All post-acute rehabilitation residents receive a complimentary 

one-year membership to continue their wellness journey.

Stonehill Franciscan Services also offers Outpatient Therapy 

services, including physical, speech, occupational, and specialized 

training in partnership with Aegis Therapies.

Non-Medical Residential
We welcome all seniors that want to join a caring, compassionate, 

and fun environment. We are proud to provide the option to live at 

Assisi Village as an independent living resident. Our campus offers

amenities, activities, and a socially stimulating environment that 

some seniors may not have access to if they live alone. Being an  

independent living resident gives Stonehill residents priority  

access to Assisted Living and Post-Acute Rehabilitation services. 

Medical Residential 
Stonehill is more than a health care facility. Services range from 

low-medical needs to hospice care to provide genuine, warm, 

attentive services to residents during all life stages.

Post-acute rehabilitation services are offered to residents by skilled 

staff members when a resident is recovering from surgery, injury, 

or simply needs a little extra help.

Long-term care, memory care, and hospice care services are also 

offered at Stonehill Franciscan Services.

The Continuum
Our Stonehill family prides ourselves in offering a continuum of 

services. As needs change, residents can easily move between 

services while staying on our campus. Stonehill is committed to 

bridging the gap that can occur following major life and health 

transitions.

At Stonehill, we are always anticipating the “next need.” In 2013,  

a major expansion was completed that included the addition of  

a Memory Care Unit. The unit offers a household model of 16  

private suites, committed care, and access to spiritual, recreational, 

educational, and social programs. We also work with families  

to help them maintain an active presence in the lives of their 

loved ones.

As we look ahead, we know that Stonehill Franciscan Services 

needs to add additional services and resources. Currently, our 

goal is to add Assisted Living with Memory Care amenities and 

services. The new addition will feature apartments and living 

spaces dedicated to the care of those individuals with memory 

care needs. This provides a secure feeling to those who may 

become overwhelmed in a larger home. In addition, our existing 

Memory Care Unit and other campus facilities are in high demand.

The average age that people begin utilizing services at Stonehill 

Franciscan Services is 84, meaning that the Baby Boomer gen-

eration will be here before we know it. With the current assisted 

living apartments being at full capacity, Stonehill needs to make 

more space available to accommodate those on the waiting list, 

as well as prepare for the future.

 The number of Americans living with  
Alzheimer’s today is 5.8 million, and  
is expected to rise to a staggering  
14 million by 2050.

How We Care
Stonehill Franciscan Services is a vibrant staple within the Dubuque 

community, currently offering a wide variety of services on the 

health needs spectrum. The services we provide are based on what 

will best serve residents and their families, while ensuring we are 

prepared to meet the future needs of the Dubuque community 

and surrounding areas. Our multi-acre campus was founded on 

Catholic faith, and still includes daily mass and rosary, however we 

openly welcome people of all denominations.
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How You Can Help
According to the Alzheimer’s Association, 5.8 million Americans 

are living with Alzheimer’s disease and more than 16 million 

Americans provide unpaid care for people with Alzheimer’s  

disease or other dementias. It is estimated in the United States 

that one out of every six women and one out of every ten men, 

living past the age of 55 will develop dementia.* We know there 

is a growing need for dementia-specific services in our community.

With your help we can continue the important work of serving 

the changing health and wellness needs of our community. Your 

support can make it possible to add assisted living with memory 

care to the Stonehill campus and provide a crucial service to 

seniors. When we say “The Story Continues”, you are part of this 

story. We chose “Embracing Community” as our title because we 

embrace those in need, we embrace our values, and we embrace 

our community.

Your support is paramount to meet the $3 million goal of  

the “Embracing Community: The Story Continues” campaign.  

We have secured a $1 million anonymous lead gift, but your help  

is needed to reach our goal. We ask that you consider a gift at  

a level that is significant to you. We understand this level is  

different for each supporter. Any level of financial contribution 

you can provide is greatly appreciated. If you have questions 

about special recognition or naming opportunities, giving  

methods, or details of the campaign our development staff is  

at your disposal.

This expansion will provide assisted living with memory care  

to Assisi Village residents, as well as expanded amenities and 

gathering spaces. It will additionally provide outreach space  

for the Crescent Community Health Center dental clinic and  

outpatient therapy. We are thankful for the support received  

to date. Your donation to this capital campaign will ensure  

that Stonehill Franciscan Services can continue to provide an 

outstanding level of service while addressing the future needs  

of the tri-state community.

Why Now? The Next Need
We are committed to continuing to build a community  

which provides quality health and wellness services where  

people can engage in meaningful relationships built on equality, 

empowerment, and mutual respect through supportive,  

individualized services.

At Stonehill Franciscan Services we feel a responsibility to anticipate 

the “next need” in our community. After years of research and 

thoughtful planning, the addition of assisted living with memory 

care will complete our current continuum of services. This will  

position Stonehill to provide the best and most comprehensive  

Senior services in the region. Construction on this project is  

expected to begin in 2019.

•  The addition of 14 assisted living memory care apartments, 

will allow us to provide a much needed service to those in the 

early to mid- stages of memory loss. Individualized services will 

engage the whole person while providing the safety and support 

they need.

•  By adding 10 traditional assisted living apartments we will be 

able to meet the increased number of people looking for a senior 

living community of Stonehill’s caliber. Over 18% of the population 

of Dubuque, Iowa are Seniors and that number will continue to 

increase as Boomers enter their next phase of life.

•  The addition of a new Chapel on the 2nd  floor of Assisi  

Village will ensure that all residents have beautiful, spiritual 

space to worship that is also easily accessible. The existing  

Chapel at Assisi Village is so valued by our residents and we look 

forward to providing a larger, enhanced space where residents 

can fully celebrate their faith. Chapel seating capacity will 

increase from approximately 30 to over 100.

•  This project will also expand amenities such as the kitchen, 

dining room, sun porch, and other gathering spaces. This will 

ensure a home-like atmosphere where residents can move freely 

throughout the building with basic amenities conveniently 

located.

•  The new skybridge is a very important addition. This beautiful 

connection literally bridges our campus and allows residents 

to travel safely and securely from Assisi Village to the Stonehill 

Health Center to visit, volunteer, and engage in activities.

The estimates are from  
https://braintest.com/dementia-stats-u-s-worldwide/ and www.alz.org



Vision and Objectives
Stonehill envisions a community with support and resources  

needed to serve those with dementia and their families.  

Alzheimer’s, the most common form of dementia, is the sixth  

leading cause of death in the United States. There is no longer  

a local Alzheimer’s Association office in Dubuque. Providing  

additional memory care services, specifically Assisted Living with 

Memory Care and support is of the highest priority.

With Assisted Living Memory Care services, Stonehill will be able to 

provide a safe and controlled environment for residents, as well as 

be a trusted resource for caretakers, outpatients, and families.

The Stonehill Benevolent Foundation is pleased to support  

this project with a $5 million gift and seeks to raise an additional 

$3 million through community support. Stonehill Franciscan  

Services will secure bond financing for the remainder of the costs. Our campus as it is today

Our campus after completion of this expansion
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Financial Breakdown

The current $12.5 million construction project is comprised of two different buildings – an expansion to Assisi Village and a new Outreach/

Administrative building which will contain outpatient therapy, Crescent Community Health Center dental clinic and administrative offices. 

Assisted Living with 
Memory Care Unit 
(14 apartments)

Additional  
traditional assisted 
living apartments 
(10)

Expanded kitchen, 
dining room,  
garages & other 
common areas  

New Chapel in 
Assisi Village 
addition Other improvements 

to Assisi Village

Skybridge  
connecting Assisi 
Village and Stonehill 
Health Center  

24% 23% 23% 15% 10% 5%

Assisi Village Expansion

Outreach/Administrative Building

The $9.5 million expansion at Assisi Village is impressive in its scope. It includes 14 apartments in the Assisted Living with Memory Care 

Unit; 10 additional traditional assisted living apartments; expanded common areas; a new chapel; a skybridge connecting Assisi Village and 

Stonehill Health Center; and several other improvements.

76%

24%

Funding to cover the construction project for both buildings has already been started with most of the costs covered with bond financing 

and a gift from the Stonehill Benevolent Foundation. Your assistance is needed to help us reach the $3 million goal of the “Embracing  

Community: The Story Continues” capital campaign.

We have had a strong start to our capital campaign, having already raised $1.2 million as of July 15, 2019, and are more than 1/3 of the way  

to our goal of $3 million. Your donation will help us continue our story and prepare for the next needs in our community.

Bond Financing

Stonehill Benevolent Foundation Gift

Embracing Community: The Story Continues Capital Campaign
42%

36%

22%

Traditional Assisted Living Apartment

New Assisi Village Chapel

Overhead View of Assisted Living 
with Memory Care Apartment

Skybridge Connecting Assisi Village and Stonehill Health Center

Assisted Living with Memory Care Apartment



Committee Members

Paula Friedman,  
Campaign Steering Committee Chair

Chip Murray,  
Honorary Chair

Rob Apel

Kim Budde  Lisa Crawford,  
Dir. of Assisi Village

Susan Feldman,  
VP of Finance/CFO

Paul Kronlage Amy Schauer,  
Exec. Dir. of Development

Dave Spahn

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.

Prayer of Saint Francis
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Paula Friedman
Danielle Gratton
Jayme Kluesner
Pat Sunseri

Gretchen Brown,  
President/CEO

Sr. Camilla Hemann  

Peg Stockel,  
VP of Operations/Administrator

Christel Tatro,  
Foundation and Comm. Asst.

Karla Waldbillig,  
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